MAINTENANCE
Good (morning/afternoon).  My name is David Lynam, Kitsap County Fire Marshal, speaking on behalf of the Washington State Association of Fire Marshals and in opposition to removing the fire sprinkler requirement in the IRC.  I am here to address the subject of maintenance of residential fire sprinkler systems.  As you all are aware, maintenance of structures and systems is paramount in ensuring these components perform as they were intended in the event of a fire.  In fact, the success and reliability of residential fire sprinkler systems is due in large part to their ease of maintenance.
NFPA 13D lists eight simple items that homeowners can check themselves and recommends that those items be checked on a monthly basis.  The standard recognizes the installer as being responsible for providing the owner or occupant instructions for inspecting, testing, and maintaining the system.  The Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition and the National Fire Sprinkler Association both publish free guides for homeowners regarding the care for their fire sprinkler system.   Providing this information to homeowners should not stop there.  I am aware of at least one Fire Department that put into place a program that mailed an informational and instructional brochure to all homes on an annual basis in their jurisdiction that were equipped with fire sprinklers.  They also made personnel available for site visits to assist homeowners learn about their system and how to inspect and maintain it.  It is programs like these that the Fire Marshals’ Association is dedicated to promote and assist fire departments in developing and implementing.
There are two particular maintenance items that homeowners may require outside assistance with.  They are backflow preventers and antifreeze solution.  Not all home fire sprinkler systems have backflow preventers and not all freeze protected systems use anti-freeze.   If the system does have a backflow preventer, some water purveyors may require that it be tested annually.  This requirement is not unique to fire sprinklers and is also required for lawn sprinklers or domestic service.  In some cases, backflow preventers can be shared amongst more than one system.  Some systems are also designed to incorporate antifreeze in them to prevent freezing instead of simply insulating the piping.  In these instances, homeowners will likely require assistance draining, testing, and refilling the system with antifreeze.  This ‘winterizing’ of the system can be compared to winterizing your lawn sprinkler system or preparing for the cold weather by having your chimney cleaned.
As someone who has lived in a fire sprinkled home, I can speak from personal experience that testing and maintaining my sprinkler system was simple and very affordable.  The benefit of a few minutes spent over an entire year may just save your life.
Thank you.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IF ASKED
Eight Maintenance Items listed in 13D:

· Visual inspection of all sprinklers to ensure against obstruction of spray

· Inspection of all valves to ensure that they are open

· Testing of all waterflow devices

· Testing of the alarm system, where installed

· Operation of pumps, where employed

· Checking of the pressure of air used with dry systems

Cost of Backflow Test for 13D per Fox Fire Prevention – $30 - $50

Cost of Antifreeze Check and Refill per Fox Fire Prevention – About $200
