September 29, 2009
Washington State Building Code Council

128 10th Avenue SW

Olympia, WA 98504-2525

Re: Fire sprinklers required - 2009 Edition of the International Residential Code (IRC).
Dear Council Members:

The purpose of my letter is to discuss the correspondence received by the Washington State Building Code Council dated June 10, 2009, from 26th District Representative Jan Angel, 13th District Representative Judy Warnick and 7th District Representative Shelly Short. You will find a copy of the letter attached to this correspondence. 
The first bullet from Representative Angel’s letter refers to the increased cost of housing caused by fire sprinklers. Market value determines the cost of housing and I will not belabor the issue. The discussion about an increase in fees and maintenance costs referred to in bullet one can be mitigated as more fire sprinklers are installed and become more common place. An historical marketing example includes the decreased cost of installing smoke alarms in the mid-1970’s compared to contemporary pricing. Today’s market cost is a fraction of what a smoke alarms cost in the 1970’s.
Bullet two implies that fire sprinkler systems may have a propensity to leak and cause mold if improperly installed. It may come to the surprise of the author of the letter that most modern homes come with indoor plumbing. The licensing and certification requirements of a sprinkler contractor are much higher than those of the person installing bathroom and kitchen fixtures. 

Bullet three refers to the aforementioned licensing and certification required by the Washington State Fire Marshal. The licensing and certification of sprinkler contractors will take no more personnel than are currently employed by the state. The current website maintained by the office of the State Fire Marshal is a repository of certified contractors that can be accessed by local Building Officials and Fire Marshal’s to verify competency.
Bullet four discusses jeopardizing system-wide water quality of the water purveyors. Fire sprinklers have been installed in commercial buildings since the 19th century. The American Water Works Association has implemented policies and practices for local water purveyors that prevent cross contamination. This argument has no merit.
Bullets five and six discuss the insufficient capacity from private wells and inferior local water systems. Installation of reserve a tank and a sufficient auxiliary pump that provide the appropriate pressure and flow is part of the fire sprinkler design.
And finally, the last bullet discusses owner built construction and the burden of installing fire sprinklers. Installing code required fire sprinklers is no more burdensome than installing code required electrical wiring, plumbing fixtures, fire walls, smoke alarms, sheer walls and earthquake strapping. Once again, this argument has no merit.
According to the International Code Council website, the State of Washington has the following number of registered inspectors who can verify competent fire sprinkler installation:
300 Certified Building Inspectors 
300 Certified Fire Inspectors, Level II
218 Certified Fire Inspectors, Level I

58 Certified Fire Plans Examiners
There are 162 Licensed Sprinkler Contractors in Washington State with a Level I or higher certification who are approved to design and install fire sprinklers in the State of Washington. They all meet the State Fire Marshal’s certification mandate to install fire sprinklers to the requirements of the IRC, 2009 Edition.
In conclusion, I am in agreement with the letter dated June 25, 2009 that the Council received from 47th District Representative Goeff Simpson, 34th District Representative Sharon Nelson, 22nd District Representative Brendan Williams and 30th District Representative Mark Miloscia. All four Representatives are in support of the nationally recognized provision for fire sprinklers in single family homes and duplexes.
Sincerely,

LeRoy McNulty, Assistant Chief

Lynnwood Fire Department

