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“Our fallen brothers and all of New York’s fire fighters did what they had to do on that fateful day because they answered the higher calling that is the hallmark of our profession.”
Harold A. Schaitberger

IAFF General President

“Having seen death and destruction from the battlefield of Vietnam to the streets of urban America, I was shattered watching 343 FDNY members give their lives trying to rescue thousands of citizens in the Twin Towers. We will never waver in our commitment to protect the men, women and children in the cities and towns across our two great nations.”

Thomas H. Miller

IAFF General Secretary-Treasurer

“After a certain point in a long career as a fire fighter, you start to think you’ve seen everything. Then something like this happens and you realize there’s always something worse. I just never imagined I’d see anything close to this.”

Vincent J. Bollon

IAFF General Secretary Treasurer

1988 – 2010

To paraphrase Abraham Lincoln

“With malice toward none, with charity for all… let us strive on to continue the work we are in, to bind up the wounds of fire departments everywhere, as we all suffered a great loss on 9/11 and bear the scars on our souls and hearts.”

Alexander Hagan

President, Uniformed Fire Officers Association

IAFF Local 854

“The tremendous losses experienced on September 11, 2001, still affect us daily. The sacrifice that 343 brave firefighters made must never be forgotten. Since then many firefighters have succumbed to serious illnesses contracted at the World Trade Center rescue and recovery effort. We must ensure firefighters are always prepared and have the tools necessary to carry out the dangerous job we all do.”
Stephen Cassidy

President, Uniformed Firefighters Association

IAFF Local 94

“I can hear you! I can hear you! The rest of the world hears you! And the people – and the people who knocked these buildings down will hear all of us soon! To everybody who is here – thank you for your hard work. Thank you for making the nation proud, and may God bless America.”

George W. Bush

43rd President of the United States of America

“The response to the incident at the Pentagon on September 11 demonstrated how well people from all agencies in the National Capital Region work together. It was a chaotic time, but everyone who responded stepped into the moment and got the job done.”

Sean O’Connell

President, Arlington, Virginia

IAFF Local 2800

“While everybody else was coming out of the building, fire fighters were going in – walking in, knowing that there was a prospect they’d never walk back out. We lost a lot of fire fighters that day, but we’ll never forget their courage and sacrifice that lifted America off its knees when we needed inspiration the most. September 11 merely solidified in the minds of millions what we always knew to be true: You are some of America’s bravest heroes.”

Joseph R. Biden, JR.

Vice President of the United States

“I thank my colleagues for their outpouring of support, their concerns and their many offers of additional aid that have come to the rescue of our people as a result of this devastating travesty. We could not have asked for more than we have received in the immediate aftermath of this horrific attack. But we are by no means anywhere near the end of what it will take to continue the search and rescue efforts. We are finding people even as we speak. Yet we know that there is a very grim task ahead to do everything we can to find every person, to account for every single person who went to work.”

Hillary Clinton

United States Senator, New York, 2001-2009

“The terrorist attacks on September 11 resulted in a horror that none of us could ever have imagined. While we never could have predicted the loss of so many of our brothers in one incident, this terrible time has brought us an unprecedented outpouring of support from our fellow fire fighters and the public we protect. Your financial assistance, your physical work and your spiritual support have served to sustain us during the tragedy, and provide a vivid example of what the United States and Canada and the labor movement should and can be. Never has the solidarity of the IAFF been stronger. You have made every member of the UFOA Local 854 proud to be a part of this proud union and this great profession.”

Peter Gorman

President, Uniformed Fire Officers Association

IAFF Local 854 (1999-2007)

“Obama’s signature will make sure that the heroes who rushed to Ground Zero in the hours and days after the attacks will not be forgotten.”

Charles Schumer

United States Senator, New York

“Thank you Lord for life. Thank you for love. Thank you for goodness. Thank you for work. Thank you for family. Thank you for friends. Thank you for every gift because we know that every gift comes from you, and without you, we have and are nothing.”
Source: The Last Homily of Father Mychal Judge

September 10, 2001

FDNY Engine 73, Ladder 42, Bronx, NY

Lord, take me where you want me to go, let me meet who you want me to meet, tell me what you want me to say, and keep me out of your way.

Father Mychal Judge

New York City Fire Department Chaplain
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